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Everest (Chomolungma) has been known to the inhabitants of South
Tibet and the Rongbuk Valley since AD 800. The name first appeared,

as 'Tchoumour Lancma', on a European map in 1733 on d'Anville 's
'Nouveau Atlas de Chine'. Although Everest lies on the Nepal-Tibet border,
the Nepalese name 'Sagarmatha' was not given to it un til the 1960s. The
height and position of Everest were identified in the middle of the 19th
century by the Survey of India from the plains of India over a hundred
miles away; for political reasons, closer access was not possible at that time .
The first on-the-ground identification was made by Henry Wood, an officer
of the Survey, from Nepal in 1903 and from Tibet in 1904.

The first detailed survey and mapping was carried out during the first
Everest expedition, a reconnaissance from the north, Tibetan side, in 1921.
This was completed by E 0 Wheeler, who later became Surveyor-General ,
and H T Morshead , together with three Indian surveyors. They were so
efficient that they had produced a map before the ma in party left India .

A furthe r photogrammetric survey, of the north side only, was done by
Michael Spender in 1935. The first photographs of the unknown southern,
Nepalese side were taken during an aerial survey in 1933. From these a
map was drawn by A R Hinks and M D Milne of the Royal Geographical
Society. This map lay forgotten in the archives of the Society until, with the
help of Ian Murnford, a geography student doing a holiday locum, I
disinterred it in early 1951. It was vital to the discovery of the route by
which Everest was first climbed , which was confirmed on the ground during
the autumn reconnaissance of that year. During this expedition I made a
'Pundit style' compass traverse to the west of Everest and in the Gaurisankar
Menlungste range.

Further exploration and mapping south of Everest were made by R C
Evans and JaM Roberts in the autumn of 1953, and in 1955 Dennis
Davis completed a plane table survey west of Namche Bazar and north of
the Tesi Lapcha pass. In 1954 and 1955 Norman Hardie mapped the south
and east quadrant of the Everest region, south and east of Makalu, thus
filling in the last big blank on the map of the Everest region.

Between 1954 and 1957 French and Austrian cartographers produced
maps of the south side of the Everest region only. But the first com
prehensive map of the region, including both the Tibetan and Nepalese
sides, was drawn by G S Holland of the RGS in 1961 and updated in 1975.
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Since then many maps have been produced by cartographers for different
countries, including Nepal and China.

In 1980Bradford Washburn, founding Director of the Museum of Science,
Boston , wished to increase the accuracy of Everest maps to help geographers
and glaciologists. Following flights over Everest, a 1:50,000 map was
published in conjunction with the National Geographic Society and the
Swiss Federal Office in Berne . A second edition in 1991 showed different
routes up Everest.

The present map, published in 2003, is at a scale of 1:5,000 with 5-metre
contours, and extends from the South Col and Geneva Spur to the North
Col (Chang La) . Various points, such as the Hillary Step, the First and
Second Steps, and the site of Mallory's body, are marked. Without doubt,
this is the most detailed map of all and was made by Swissphoto of Zurich
(Erich Keller) and edited by Bradford Washburn.

This is a welcome and important addition to the cartographic canon of
Everest.
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